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He slammed the weak ball back at me.
"Is that not just what I have been explaining to* you ? Is that
not the reason of the dilemma of the Empress and the actions of
the Soukhomlinoifs and the Maklakoffs and all their crew? Is that
not why they are afraid the Allies will win the war ?"
He resumed the walk and his normal quiet tone.
"The Empress is ii/ a quandary. I am not one of those who
believe that she is pro-German in the sense of wishing to see Russia
humiliated and defeated. I have VoyeikofFs oath that that is not so.
But she cannot allow the Allies to be triumphant. Soukhomlinoff
and MaklakofFare of the same mind. They also wish the autocracies
of the world to be preserved, whatever the cost to the Russian people.
But they are not in a dilemma. They are willing to pay the price."
"Victory for Germany ?"
"If need be, victory for Germany.3'
There was only one other question to ask.
"And the Tsar ?"
Rak shrugged his shoulders.
"I will tell you an old story about the Tsar. It is very old, goes
back to 1905 days. One day the Emperor received a Liberal noble-
man in audience. They discussed the unrest throughout the empire,
and the nobleman implored the Emperor to redress the wrongs of
the people, to remove the tyrannies of the bureaucracy, to give
facilities for education among the peasants, to permit greater free-
dom of the Press and speech so that grievances against the bad
features of the system could be ventilated without creating festering
sores which were bound in time to affect the whole body and perhaps
destroy it. The Emperor listened carefully and, when the audience
ended, dismissed the nobleman with the words : 'You are right,
perfectly right/
"The next to be received was a reactionary landowner who
demanded a revival of the worst forms of repression as the only
recipe for removing unrest from the land. Again the Tsar listened
carefully and replied : cYou are right, perfectly right.' When the
landowner had gone the Empress appeared from behind a curtain
and said: *NiK, twice within the last half-hour I have heard you
approve contrary opinions. This will never do if you are to be a real
Emperor. You must have opinions of your own and stick to them.'
To which the Emperor replied : 'You are right, my dear, perfectly
right5
"That is the Tsar. The trouble is, he is never allowed to realize
Ms own pathetic Ignorance and limited intelligence. God wound
him up to be Tsar of the Russias, and he will go on being industri-
ously stupid until the mechanism runs down or something stops it.